Several Main Reasons Why to Use Petri Nets 

in Workflow Analysis

Van der Aalst:

1. Petri nets have formal semantics despite their graphical nature.

2. Petri nets are not purely event based, Petri nets can explicitly model states. Therefore a clear distinction can be made between enabling and execution of a task.

3. Abundance of available and theoretically proven analysis techniques.

Oberweis:

1. Integration of data and behavior aspects.

2. Support for concurrent, cooperative processes.

3. Different degrees of formality.

4. Availability of analysis techniques.

5. Flexibility.

